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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 51 and 58-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hanson, US 6,208,851. 

1 .1 Regarding claim 51 , Hanson discloses a method of determining services 
accessible via a subscription having an account (i.e. a prepay account) and at least a 
predetermined first limit (i.e. minimum balance making calls and roaming) in a 
communication system (i.e. prepay telecommunications system) (Fig. 1-3; Fig. 5) (col. 
5, lines 33-37; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41 ), the method comprising: 

maintaining definitions of at least a first set of services (i.e. prepay call service, 
including regular voice calls, roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and a 
second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls) to be used 
with the subscription, each set of services defining services accessible via the 
subscription, the second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service 
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calls) being a subset of the first set of services and comprising services which are not 
charged from the subscriber (col. 5, lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41); 

comparing a balance of the account with the first limit (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, 
lines 6-11); 

deciding on the basis of the comparison, which set of services, among said at 
least the first set of services and the second set of services, can be used (col. 5, liens 
29-41; col. 7, lines 6-11); 

using the first set of services when the balance of the account does not reach the 
first limit; and 

using the second set of services when the balance reaches the first limit (col. 5, 
lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6- 41 ). 

1 .2 Regarding claim 58, Hanson discloses an apparatus (Fig. 2, prepay wireless 
platform 50) (col. 4, lines 17- 34) configured to: 

determine services accessible via a subscription having an account (i.e. a prepay 
account) and at least a predetermined first limit (i.e. minimum balance required for 
regular voice calls and roaming) (col. 5, liens 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41) in a 
communication system (i.e. prepay telecommunications system) (Fig. 1-3; Fig. 5) (col. 
4, lines 1 7-34; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41 ); 

maintain definitions of at least a first set of services (i.e. prepay call service, 
including regular voice calls, roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and a 
second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls) to be used 
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with the subscription, each set of services defining services accessible via the 
subscription, the second set of services being a subset of the first set of services and 
comprising services which are not charged from the subscriber (emergency 91 1 calls 
and customer service calls) (col. 2, lines 22-38; col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-1 1 ); 

compare a balance of the account with the first limit (i.e. minimum balance 
required for the regular voice calls and roaming) (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-1 1 ); 

decide on the basis of the comparison, which set of services, among said at least 
the first set of services and the second set of services, can be used (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; 
col. 7, lines 6-11); 

use the first set of services when the balance of the account does not reach the 
first limit; and 

use the second set of services when the balance reaches the first limit (col. 5, 
lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-41 ). 

1 .3 Regarding claim 59, Hanson discloses a processor (Fig. 2, wireless platform 50) 
(col. 4, lines 17- 34) configured to: 

determine services accessible via a subscription having an account (i.e. a prepay 
account) and at least a predetermined first limit (i.e. minimum balance required for 
regular voice calls and roaming) (col. 5, lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41) in a 
communication system (i.e. prepay telecommunications system) (Fig. 1-3; Fig. 5) (col. 
4, lines 17-34; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41); 
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maintain definitions of at least a first set of services (i.e. prepay call service, 
including regular voice calls, roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and a 
second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls) to be used 
with the subscription, each set of services defining services accessible via the 
subscription, the second set of services being a subset of the first set of services and 
comprising services which are not charged from the subscriber (emergency 91 1 calls 
and customer service calls) (col. 2, lines 22-38; col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-1 1 ); 

compare a balance of the account with the first limit (i.e. minimum balance 
required for regular voice calls and roaming) (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-1 1 ); 

decide on the basis of the comparison, which set of services, among said at least 
the first set of services and the second set of services, can be used (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; 
col. 7, lines 6-11); 

use the first set of services when the balance of the account does not reach the 
first limit; and 

use the second set of services when the balance reaches the first limit (col. 5, 
lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-41 ). 

1 .4 Regarding claim 60, Hanson discloses a computer readable medium encoding a 
computer program of instructions for executing a computer process (Fig. 2, prepay 
wireless platform 50) (col. 4, lines 17- 34; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41) comprising: 

determining services accessible via a subscription having an account (i.e. a 
prepay account) and at least a predetermined first limit (i.e. minimum balance required 
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for regular voice calls and roaming) in a communication system (i.e. prepay 
telecommunications system) (Fig. 1-3; Fig. 5) (col. 5, lines 33-37; col. 7, lines 6-41),; 

maintaining definitions of at least a first set of services (i.e. prepay call service, 
including regular voice calls, roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and a 
second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls) to be used 
with the subscription, each set of services defining services accessible via the 
subscription, the second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service 
calls) being a subset of the first set of services and comprising services which are not 
charged from the subscriber (col. 5, lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41); 

comparing the balance of the account (i.e. account balance of roaming caller) 
with the first limit (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 7, lines 6-1 1 ); 

deciding on the basis of the comparison, which set of services, among said at 
least the first set of services and the second set of services, can be used (col. 5, lines 
29-41; col. 7, lines 6-11); 

using the first set of services when the balance of the account does not reach the 
first limit; and 

using the second set of services when the balance reaches the first limit (col. 5, 
lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41). 

1 .5 Regarding claim 61 , Hanson discloses an apparatus (Fig. 2, prepay wireless 
platform 50) (col. 4, lines 17- 34; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41) comprising: 
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means for determining services accessible via a subscription having an account 
(i.e. a prepay account) and at least a predetermined first limit (i.e. minimum balance 
required for regular voice calls and roaming) in a communication system (i.e. prepay 
telecommunications system) (Fig. 1-3; Fig. 5) (col. 5, lines 33-37; col. 7, lines 6-41); 

means for maintaining definitions of at least a first set of services (i.e. prepay call 
service, including regular voice calls, roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and 
a second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls) to be used 
with the subscription, each set of services defining services accessible via the 
subscription, the second set of services (emergency 91 1 calls and customer service 
calls) being a subset of the first set of services and comprising services which are not 
charged from the subscriber (col. 5, lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41); 

means for comparing a balance of the account with the first limit (col. 5, lines 29- 
41; col. 7, lines 6-11); 

means for deciding on the basis of the comparison, which set of services, among 
said at least the first set of services and the second set of services, can be used (col. 5, 
lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-11); 

means for using the first set of services when the balance of the account does 
not reach the first limit; and 

means for using the second set of services when the balance reaches the first 
limit (col. 5, lines 29-41; col. 7, lines 6-41). 



1 .6 Regarding claim 62, (Hanson: col. 5, lines 39-41 ; col. 7, lines 25-41 ). 
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1 .7 Regarding claim 63, a method as claimed in claim 51 , Hanson comprising: 
communicating with an apparatus (home prepay wireless platform 50) in a 

communication system maintaining subscription information including at least an 
indication indicating an allowed set of services for the subscription (col. 4, lines 17-34; 
col. 5, lines 29-41 ; col. 6, line 30 - col. 7, line 41 ); 

directing, when the balance reaches the first limit, the apparatus to set the 
second set of services as the allowed set of services and in response to the balance not 
any more reaching the first limit after reaching the first limit, directing the apparatus to 
set the first set of services as the allowed set of services (col. 4, lines 59-67; col. 7, lines 
8-11). 

1 .8 Regarding claims 64, Regarding claim 64, (Hanson: col. 5, lines 39-41 ; col. 7, 
lines 25-41). 

1 .9 Regarding claim 65, Hanson discloses an apparatus according to claim 58 
configured to: 

communicate with a second apparatus (home prepay wireless platform 50) in a 
communication system maintaining subscription information including at least an 
indication indicating an allowed set of services for the subscription (col. 4, lines 17-34; 
col. 6, line 30 -col. 7, line 41); 
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direct, when the balance reaches the first limit, the second apparatus to set the 
second set of services as the allowed set of services and in response to the balance not 
any more reaching the first limit after reaching the first limit, direct the second apparatus 
to set the first set of services as the allowed set of services (col. 4, lines 59-67; col. 7, 
lines 8-11). 

1.10 Regarding claim 66, (Hanson: col. 5, lines 39-41; col. 7, lines 25-41). 

1.11 Regarding claim 67, Hanson discloses a processor according to claim 59 
configured to: 

communicate with a second apparatus (home prepay wireless platform 50) in a 
communication system maintaining subscription information including at least an 
indication indicating an allowed set of services for the subscription (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; 
col. 4, lines 17-34); 

direct, when the balance reaches the first limit, the second apparatus to set the 
second set of services as the allowed set of services and in response to the balance not 
any more reaching the first limit after reaching the first limit, direct the second apparatus 
to set the first set of services as the allowed set of services (col. 4, lines 59-67; col. 7, 
lines 8-11). 



1 .12 Regarding claim 68, (Hanson: col. 5, lines 39-41; col. 7, lines 25-41). 
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1 .13 Regarding claim 69, Hanson discloses a computer readable medium according 
to claim 60, wherein the computer process further comprises: 

communicating with an apparatus (home prepay wireless platform 50) in a 
communication system maintaining subscription information including at least an 
indication indicating an allowed set of services for the subscription (col. 5, lines 29-41 ; 
col. 4, lines 17-34); 

directing, when the balance reaches the first limit, the apparatus to set the 
second set of services as the allowed set of services and in response to the balance not 
any more reaching the first limit after reaching the first limit, directing the apparatus to 
set the first set of services as the allowed set of services (col. 4, lines 59-67; col. 7, lines 
8-11). 

1 .14 Regarding claim 70, (Hanson: col. 5, lines 39-41; col. 7, lines 25-41). 

1 .15 Regarding claim 71 , Hanson discloses an apparatus according to claim 61 
comprising: 

means for communicating with a second apparatus (home prepay wireless 
platform 50) in a communication system maintaining subscription information including 
at least an indication indicating an allowed set of services for the subscription (col. 5, 
lines 29-41; col. 4, lines 17-34); 

means for directing, when the balance reaches the first limit, the second 
apparatus to set the second set of services as the allowed set of services and in 
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response to the balance not any more reaching the first limit after reaching the first limit, 
means for directing the second apparatus to set the first set of services as the allowed 
set of services (col. 4, lines 59-67; col. 7, lines 8-1 1 ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 33-37, 39-50, 52-57 and 72 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
arguments in the Remarks filed on 07/27/2009 in view of the amended claims are 
persuasive, and it is agreed that the prior does not teach the now amended limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 07/27/2009 regarding claims 51 and 58-71 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Hanson does not teach a first set of services and a second 
set of service, the second set of services being a subset of the first set of services, and 
deciding which set of services to be allowed when a balance reached a first limit. 

Examiner respectively disagrees. As stated in the rejection above, Hanson 
teaches a first set of services (i.e. prepay call service, including regular voice calls, 
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roaming, 91 1 calls and customer service calls) and a second set of services 
(emergency 91 1 calls and customer service calls), wherein the second set of service is 
a subset of the first set of services and is free of charge, and deciding which set of 
services is allowed based on whether a subscriber's account has sufficient funds (col. 5. 
lines 29-41; column 7, lines 6-41). 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 



/Simon Sing/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



